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OH-58A Kiowa Warrior 

The OH-58A Kiowa Warrior is a two-seat, single-engine, four-bladed single main rotor 
light helicopter with a low light television, thermal imaging system, and laser range 
finder/designator incorporated into an above the rotor Mast Mounted Sight (MMS).  It is 
designed to operate autonomously at standoff ranges providing armed reconnaissance, 
command and control, and target acquisition and designation under day/night, hot, and 
adverse weather conditions.  The Kiowa Warrior can designate targets for precision-
guided munitions carried by Apache helicopters, other airborne weapons platforms, or 
ground based systems.  Using the Airborne Target Handover System (ATHS), the Kiowa 
Warrior is capable of rapidly providing adjustment of conventional artillery or handing 
targets to other airborne weapons platforms equipped with digital receiving equipment.  

The Kiowa Warrior is armed with Air-to-Air Stinger (ATAS) and Air-to-Ground (ATG) 
Hellfire Missiles, 2.75 inch rockets, or .50-caliber machine gun.  The ATAS provides the 
Kiowa Warrior with a mid-range defensive and offensive air-to-air capability against 
threat aircraft.   

 ATG weapons capability provides defensive and suppressive fire against ground threats 
and the ability to service high priority targets.  Multipurpose Light Helicopter (MPLH) kits 
provide multi- mission flexibility for limited troop transportation, emergency medical 
evacuation, external cargo, and rapid deployment relocation. 



 

The OH-58A Kiowa Warrior is fielded in air cavalry armed reconnaissance units and 
attack battalions of selected contingency divisions.  The Kiowa Warrior provides the 
Army with a versatile, lethal, deployable aircraft capable of seeing, fighting, and surviving 
in all types of terrain, adverse visibility, and battlefield environments, day or night.  

 
 
The Kiowa Warrior program consists of three parts: a modification effort which upgrades 
existing OH-58A airframes to the armed configuration, a retrofit effort to convert existing 
unarmed OH-58D Kiowa Warrior aircraft to the armed configuration, and a system 
improvement effort to upgrade and incorporate safety enhancements on production and 
fielded aircraft.  The prime contractor for the airframe production efforts is Bell Helicopter 
Textron, Inc., located in Ft. Worth, TX.  The three primary Government Furnished 
Equipment (GFE) subsystems include the Mast Mounted Sight (MMS), Control Display 
System (CDS), and the T703-AD-700 engine.  McDonnell Douglas Aerospace-West, 
located in Huntington Beach, CA, is the contractor for the MMS.  The CDS contractor is 
Honeywell, Inc., located in Albuquerque, NM.  The engine contractor is Allison, located 
in Indianapolis, IN.  Supporting these three parts of the program are various tasks 
including Training Devices, Special Tools and Test Equipment (STTE) development and 
production and field support. 
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